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Research for Mission Safary Wa-Mbaleka



Mission: Matthew 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.”
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Research

A systematic 
investigation/

exploration

Generation 
of solutions

Development 
of 

knowledge
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Why Research for Mission?
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Mission without research = blind faith! 

Yet, God has given us the knowledge (Research).
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I thought highly of it, but felt I 
could not live up to its 

standards. 24%

I was angry over the way it 
treated me. 19%

It had just become irrelevant 
to my life. 17%

I thought highly of it, but I 
had lost touch. 16%

I felt that it was cold and 
inflexible. 16%

I felt that it lacked integrity in 
its behavior or theology. 8%

What did you think of the Adventist Church at the time you left it?

(ASTR, 2016)9
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• Why did they leave?Research

• What mistake can we 
avoid?Avoid

• How can we meet them 
where they are?Meet

• How can we prepare to 
meet them?Prepare
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Challenges of Today’s Ministry

1. SDA = One of the fastest growing 

Christian denominations

2. Some ill-prepared converts

3. Limited nurture

4. Socio-cultural complexities

5. Economic complexities

➔ Need for research to support the ministry
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Importance of Research in Ministry

1. Research-based strategic planning

a. New churches

b. New initiatives

c. New projects

2. Research-based solutions

a. Assessment 

b. Evaluation

c. Performance
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Where You Come in

Personal 
level

Local 
church & 

conference 
level

Country 
level

Division 
level
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Personal Level

Sustained 
commitment to 

scholarly growth

Dedication to 
supporting the 
ministry through 

research

Collaboration 
with other 
scholars

15



EGW, Our High Calling (p. 303)

God has left to every one of us our work—not 

the temporal labor as planting, sowing, 

reaping, and gathering in the harvest, but to 

build up His kingdom, to bring souls to the 

knowledge of the truth, and to regard this as 

our first and highest duty. God has claims 

upon us. He has endowed us with capabilities 

and given us opportunities, if we will see them 

and improve them. 
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• Why did they leave?Research

• What mistake can we 
avoid?Avoid

• How can we meet them 
where they are?Meet

• How can we prepare to 
meet them?Prepare

Local Church & Conference Level

➔surveys and interviews

• How can we prevent 
future losses?Prevent
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Country Level

1. Collaboration with the union

2. Collaboration with other 

Adventist scholars

3. Nation-wide studies
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Division Level

1. Team collaboration with the Division

2. Inclusion of multiple countries

3. Possible funding from Division or GC
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Resources

1. Annual AHSRA conferences

2. Adventist Archives, Statistics, and Research 

(ASTR): www.AdventistArchives.org 

3. Adventist Research: 

www.AdventistResearch.info 

• Completed studies

• Data request

• Funding opportunities

• Adventist Research newsletter
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Final Thought

Mission Research Prayer
Successful 
Mission
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Ultimate Goal: 1 Corinthians 2:9

However, as it is written: “What no eye has 
seen, what no ear has heard, and what no 

human mind has conceived”— the things God 

has prepared for those who love him—”.
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Research for Mission

• Safary Wa-Mbaleka

•ASTR Research & Evaluation 

• General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventists

• Silver Spring, Maryland, USA Research@gc.Adventist.org 

www.AdventistResearch.info 
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